New Perspectives in Mormon Studies
. In his essay, however, he offers a theological reading of one of Smith's visions that seeks to "make use of the interpretive stance of the Latter-day Saints insofar as I understand it" (p. 147). His essay is less a historical reconstruction of Smith's thought than an attempt to read his writings synthetically to construct a systematic theology for Latter-day Saints.
Other essays examine the influence of Mormonism on early Pentecostalism, the idea of prophets in Mormonism and Islam, the construction of a post-Mormon identity among Latter-day Saint converts to Evangelicalism, the role of Latter-day Saint scholars in the study of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the current state of Mormon studies. New Perspectives in Mormon Studies moves in too many directions simultaneously to be seen as offering any particular approach to the field. The individual essays, however, are lively and will reward readers interested in the history of religion and the place of the Latter-day Saints in that history. 
